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The Rise of Specialization, and Destruction and Rehabilitation. Particu-
larly impressive are the fine illustrations, the plans, the maps, and the
"Rules and Orders of the Public Infirmary at Manchester, 1752" printed
as an appendix. There is a good index.
The volume on the Mount Sinai Hospital of New York is equally well
organized and illustrated and proceeds in a warm, narrative style to tell
the same sort of story, varying only in person and place, regarding the rapid
events and excitement of development and service. Organized as "The Jews'
Hospital in New York," the institution filled an immediate need in the
rough and poverty-stricken metropolis of the new world. Opening on West
28th Street in New York City in a modest four-story building, the Jews'
Hospital quickly took its place in caring for the sick of the community and
rendered worthy service during the Civil War. Shortly its name was
changed to The Mount Sinai Hospital, and it moved to Lexington Avenue
and 66th Street. Here it developed one of the best nursing schools in the
country at that time. Its staff included some of the outstanding medical
leaders in New York, and in spite of expansions and the difficulties of new
buildings, it gradually developed the clinics and laboratory services which
were to make it outstanding. The staff of Mount Sinai Hospital included
such distinguished leaders as Abraham Jacobi, Arpad Gerster, Carl Koller,
Bernard Sachs, Henry Koplik, Nathan E. Brill, Emanuel Libman, Leo
Bueger, Reuben Ottenberg, Bela Schick, Gregory Shwartzman, and Moses
Swick.
In this lively and interesting account of the development of the Mount
Sinai Hospital the illustrations are excellent, there is a useful chronology,
together with a list of officers and staff, of the Welch and Janeway Lectures,
and of endowments and gifts. The volume is well indexed.
For these two volumes commemorating two great hospitals, the respective
authors are to be warmly commended. Records such as these provoke aston-
ishment at the long continued devotion of many thousands of persons to the
high ideals of medical service. These books give fine examples of what such
service can accomplish. Although not as frequently undertaken, the biog-
raphies of institutions may be equally as interesting and important as the
biographies of single individuals. Institutions, which are made up of chang-
ing groups of individuals, may often be successfully molded into agreeable
and effective developments by frequent attention to the factors in their
growth. Certainly in the case of the Royal Infirmary of Manchester and the
Mount Sinai Hospital of New York, those who have been concerned can
take pride in the richness of the accomplishment.
CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE
CARBOHYDRATE METABOLISM. A SYMPOSIUM ON THE CLINICAL AND
BIOCHEMICAL ASPECTS OF CARBOHYDRATE UTILIZATION IN HEALTH AND
DISEASE. Edited by Victor A. Najjar. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins Press,
1952. 134 pp. $4.00.
A number of experts in various phases of carbohydrate metabolism
contributed papers which were presented at a symposium at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital, Department of Pediatrics. The subjects covered include
biochemical and clinical aspects of glycogen metabolism, the relationship
of pituitary hormones to carbohydrate metabolism, and observations on the
relationship between electrolytes and glucose utilization both in experi-
mental animals and in man. A very excellent summarizing chapter is in-BOOK REVIEWS 291
cluded in which the editor attempts to synthesize the points of view
presented by the essayists. There is a short but adequate bibliography after
each essay.
Much of the material that is presented in this book has previously
appeared in other publications, but the excellent chapters on glycogen syn-
thesis and molecular configuration by Carl Cori, on the control of liver and
muscle phosphorylase by Sutherland, and on glycogen disease by Andersen
together make a particularly enlightening unit which constitutes a consider-
able body of previously unpublished information.
It is, perhaps, not surprising that the essayists have elected to use the
same diagrams in the book that they used at the conference, but this some-
times leads to confusion, since it is difficult to estimate the significance of
the changes described. This difficulty is actually referred to by Dr. Hastings
in his paper when he implies that the results persented were not obtained
consistently.
It would have been very interesting if the editor had included the discus-
sion which must have occurred after the presentation of each paper, but the
omission of this material can be excused since, according to the preface, the
decision to publish these papers was made after the symposium had been
concluded.
This collection of essays will be of great use to clinicians interested in
the application of fundamental research to the clinical problems of carbo-
hydrate metabolism and should be available in libraries and collections
related to this subject.
PHILIP K. BONDY
THE AURICULAR ARRHYTHMIAS. By Myron Prinzmetal, Eliot Corday,
Isidor C. Brill, Robert MAr. Oblath and H. E. Kruger. Springfield, Ill., C. C
Thomas, 1952. 387 pp. $16.50.
This volume is a most careful and detailed account of the experimental
evidence that the auricular arrhythmias have a common origin in a rapidly
discharging focus in the auricle, and that the concept of a "circus move-
ment" as the cause of auricular flutter and fibrillation is invalid.
In the pursuit of their evidence, the authors have amplified and extended
the original observations of Sherf on aconite-induced arrhythmias. By the
use of special methods, including a new surgical approach to the auricles,
direct electrocardiographic exploration of the auricles and the interauricular
septum, and especially the technique of clinematography at 1-2 thousand
frames per second, the arrhythmias due to aconite, mechanical and electrical
stimulation, and of spontaneous nature are analysed much more completely
-than has heretofore been possible. It is indeed unfortunate that the repro-
'ductions of still photographs provide, in the words of the authors, "only
a poor conception of the movements of the auricle seen in the (moving)
pictures."
The material in the monograph is presented in eighteen chapters and an
appendix. Normal auricular activity, premature auricular systoles, paroxys-
mal auricular tachycardia, auricular flutter and auricular fibrillation are
each discussed in relation to their clinical and experimental characteristics,
both in man and in the dog. Chapters are included outlining the application
of a new method of interpreting electrocardiograms of these arrhythmias,
and summarizing current practices in the therapy of these disorders. The